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Statement of intent and programmatic framework 

between RBAs and the EU 

I. Introduction 
1. In April 2010, the European Commission asked FAO to organize a working group 

constituted of representatives of FAO, WFP, IFAD and the European Commission 

delegation in Rome and in Brussels.  This Working Group was tasked to elaborate a 

document that promotes a more strategic and programmatic partnership between 

the Commission and each of the Rome based agencies and promotes strengthened 

collaboration amongst RBA by building upon each agency comparative advantages. 

This resulted in the attached Statement of Intent and attachment on Programmatic 

Cooperation on Food Security and Nutrition. 

2. On 27 June 2011 the Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs and 

Commissioner for Humanitarian assistance Kristallina Georgieva, Kanayo Nwanze, 

President of IFAD, Jacques Diouf, Director General of the Food Agricultural 

Organization and Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the World Food Programme 

signed the Statement of Intent on Food Security and Nutrition. 

II. Purpose 
3. The main objective of this Statement is to strengthen collaboration between the 

European Commission and the Rome based United Nations agencies (RBA) and to 

strengthen the collaboration amongst the RBA based on their respective mandates 

and strategic frameworks agreed with their member states. 

4. The Rome-based UN agencies (RBA), together with the European Commission 

(COM), confirm, through the Statement of Intent, to the extent possible, their 

resolve to work towards a programmatic framework for cooperation capitalizing on 

complementarity of priorities based on comparative advantages and core strengths 

of each of of the RBA to maximize complementarities and synergies amongst them. 

5. The Statement of intent is to promote a shift in the COM-RBA relationship from a 

project-oriented approach of bilateral cooperation towards a programmatic 

multilateral approach wherever this is feasible. This multilateral partnership aims to 

foster coherence, complementarity and coordination at both strategic and 

operational levels, achieving more predictable aid funding. 

6. The implementation of the programmatic cooperation will seek the widest 

participation possible of country stakeholders in order to ensure ownership and 

sustainability of development aid and shall promote synergy within the context of 

South-South and decentralized cooperation in strengthening food security 

governance. 

7. The development-related aspects of the COM-RBA programmatic framework shall 

be guided by the principles relating to gender equality, participation and 

empowerment of vulnerable groups, environmental protection, employment 

creation and institutional capacity to develop transparency, accountability and 

responsive governance, supporting the realization of the Right to Food. 

III. Strategic content 
8. The COM-RBA programmatic framework builds upon the European Union recent 

food security and humanitarian food assistance policies and on the RBA’s corporate 

strategic objectives and comparative advantages. This has resulted in the 

identification of nine programmatic priority areas aligned with the four priority 

objectives of the European Union policies for food security and humanitarian food 

assistance. 
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9. Based on the RBA respective mandates, policies and priorities, as well as the 

strategic objectives and organizational results defined by the respective governing 

bodies the four institutions cooperation will be guided by the programmatic 

framework, by clearly identifiable and measurable deliverables in the 

aforementioned nine programmatic areas for individual or joint action, as 

appropriate. 

10. Building on the lessons learned from the preparation and implementation of actions 

currently funded from the EU Food Facility, proposals to be considered for co-

funding by the European Commission and RBA will be developed in a demand-

driven manner and by taking into account the respective comparative advantages 

of the four institutions. Wherever possible and desirable, the projects and 

programmes resulting from this process will be jointly implemented and the parties 

will aim to harmonize and align their respective actions and resources towards 

maximum impact at minimum costs and in support of countries’ efforts to attain the 

MDGs. 

11. A policy dialogue will be started, upon signature of the Statement of Intent by the 

heads of the three RBA and the European Commissioner for Development and the 

European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 

Response. This dialogue will be pursued at global, (sub) regional and (sub) national 

levels in a subsidiary manner, depending on the nature and scope of the issues to 

be addressed, and it will involve all relevant stakeholders. European Union 

Delegations should also be actively involved in this process. 

12. Once a year, a high-level meeting will be organized at global level to jointly review 

the state of play of the cooperation and to take stock of the emerging issues to be 

addressed. As indicated above the statement of intent will be the basis to develop a 

strategic partnership between the European Commission and IFAD. Work on this 

will start in the second semester of 2011. 
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