
 

 15 September 2026 

SUBJECT: Appointment of the President of IFAD 

 

 

Distinguished Observers, 

In accordance with article 6, section 8(a) of the Agreement Establishing IFAD, the 

appointment of the President of IFAD will be considered at the next session of the IFAD 

Governing Council, to be held in Rome on 2 and 3 February 2027. 

Nominations of candidates for the Presidency are put forward by IFAD Member 

States and must be received by the Secretary of IFAD no later than midnight, Tuesday, 

24 November 2026, Rome time. 

In this regard, I am pleased to attach:  

(a) A copy of the announcement regarding the appointment of the President, 

which has been posted on the IFAD website; and 

(b) A copy of the press release on the same subject, which was issued on 15 

September 2026. 

The documentation has been made available to all Governors of the Fund and is 

being circulated for your information and further communication as you consider 

appropriate.  

 Additional information on the procedures and modalities for the appointment of the 

President of IFAD is available on the IFAD website and on the Member States Interactive 

Platform. Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone 

on +39 06 5459 2254, by mobile on +39 3665706298 or by e-mail at elections@ifad.org.  

Highest consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 
Claudia ten Have 
Secretary of IFAD 

 

Heads of Organizations  

  with Observer Status to IFAD

https://webapps.ifad.org/members/president
https://webapps.ifad.org/members/president
mailto:elections@ifad.org


 

 
Member States to nominate candidates for next IFAD President 
 
1. Under the direction of IFAD’s governing bodies, the President of IFAD is responsible for 

conducting the business of the Fund and for organizing its work. The President is the 
chairperson of the Executive Board, whose membership consists of representatives of 
IFAD’s Member States.  

2. The President of IFAD has the same rank, namely Under-Secretary-General, as the elected 
heads of other major United Nations specialized agencies. S/he is a member of the United 
Nations Chief Executives Board, which is chaired by the United Nations Secretary-General, 
and which guides the coordination of the work of the United Nations system as a whole.  

3. The President of IFAD is appointed for four years with a two-term limit of eight years. The 
current President of IFAD is Mr Alvaro Lario. 

4. In accordance with the Agreement Establishing IFAD, the Governing Council of IFAD will 
appoint a President at the fiftieth session, on 2 February 2027. The President must be 
elected by a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes. The elected President will take 
office on 1 April 2027.  

5. Nominations of candidates for the President of IFAD are put forward by Member States of 
the Fund and must be received by the Secretary of IFAD by midnight, 24 November 2026, 
Rome time. 

6. Candidates for the position should meet the following criteria: 

• Strategic leadership skills based on knowledge and experience of development issues 

• Strong demonstrated commitment to all the objectives of the Fund 

• Communication and advocacy skills to influence decision makers at the highest level, 
including ministers and heads of other development agencies 

• Ability to build and maintain a cohesive and effective top management team 

• Experience in managing substantial financial resources 

7. IFAD promotes an open, fair, equitable and transparent electoral process. 
 

More information on nomination and appointment procedures can be found on the Member 
States Interactive Platform  

 

 

 

https://webapps.ifad.org/members/governance/AppointmentofthePresident
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

 
Member States to nominate candidates for IFAD President 
 
Rome, 15 September 2026. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) today 
announced a call to its 180 Member States to nominate candidates for the Fund’s next President. IFAD 
was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1977 and is the only international financial 
institution exclusively focused on transforming rural economies. The President is IFAD’s most senior 
position with responsibility for leading the organization, organizing its work and chairing its Executive 
Board.  
 
Nominations for President can only be made by IFAD Member States and must be received by the 
Secretary of IFAD no later than 24 November 2026. Candidates for the position should meet the following 
criteria: 
 

• Strategic leadership skills based on knowledge and experience of development issues 

• Strong demonstrated commitment to all the objectives of the Fund 

• Communication and advocacy skills to influence decision makers at the highest level, including 

ministers and heads of other development agencies 

• Ability to build and maintain a cohesive and effective top management team 

• Experience in managing substantial financial resources 

The election and appointment of the President will take place on 2 February 2027 during the fiftieth 
session of IFAD's Governing Council. The Governing Council is the Fund's principal governing body with 
full decision-making powers.   
 
The President of IFAD serves a four-year term, renewable once. The newly appointed President will take 
office on 1 April 2027. 
 
The President will lead IFAD at an urgent time for global development. Compounding challenges, 
including food insecurity, climate change, youth unemployment, and protracted conflict and economic 
shocks, are exposing the vulnerability of food systems worldwide and underscoring the urgent need for 
sustained investment in rural transformation. Strong leadership in development finance is critical at this 
moment to mobilize resources at scale, strengthen partnerships for innovative financial solutions and 
impactful cofinancing, and advance resilient and inclusive rural growth.  
 
Note to editors: 
More information on nomination and appointment procedures can be found on the IFAD website at: 
https://webapps.ifad.org/members/governance/AppointmentofthePresident 
 
Past and current IFAD Presidents: 
 

1. Abdelmuhsin M. Al-Sudeary (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) - appointed in 1977, re-appointed 1980 

2. Idriss Jazairy (People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria) - appointed in 1984, re-appointed 1989 

3. Fawzi Al-Sultan (State of Kuwait) - appointed in 1993, re-appointed 1997  

4. Lennart Båge (Kingdom of Sweden) - appointed in 2001, re-appointed 2005 

5. Kanayo F. Nwanze (Federal Republic of Nigeria) - appointed in 2009, re-appointed 2013 

6. Gilbert F. Houngbo (Togolese Republic) – appointed in 2017, re-appointed 2021 

7. Alvaro Lario (Kingdom of Spain) – appointed in 2022 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ifad.org/
https://webapps.ifad.org/members/governance/AppointmentofthePresident


PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

Media contact: Caroline Chaumont | c.chaumont@ifad.org | 

 

Follow IFAD on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn,  X, YouTube 

No.: IFAD/55/2026 

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is the only international 

financial institution exclusively focused on transforming rural economies. IFAD invests in 

rural people and their communities, strengthening agri-food value chains and building food 

security, shared prosperity and stability. Today, IFAD and its partners have nearly US$23 

billion invested in ongoing projects that are transforming rural economies. 

A wide range of photographs and broadcast-quality video content of IFAD’s work in rural 

communities are available for download from our Digi Hub. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:a.bedi@ifad.org
https://www.ifad.org/en/
https://www.facebook.com/IFAD/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.vuelio.co.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DKW58-xJmlH732UX-xgiNVStbFpZ2oeDAhQn8duM5-tbBZ1NvD6-EJjBB0D66PEYPk5VNruDG0CgA3pIaUBFsfSNvRM4h_O-kGF_5D-4xPBXjlCjOk-zMV6mrvy61AS54-RHRsmKy5tf8fQhWxtQVQHJO6QKebaJ_-0hI5-EOfA_lNK3C534bGg8B3-Ukv_UQhcE7e6biLb0wOj0K0kkv9T1E9SBdLxTLYG1I7S25Rc-6WBFyjNnriwqjt1i_03QLaKN4Pu1KwpcE8ZqI1xyH3al7WPJQkvZJCW2YvRz65UkDZQWuipIryUvcbv2tkFkpgyyhC1qJkw9zzE1-CTBp6P6Y68p-EVPr2saXkCsdO5YzuVJd3w5TbsFcHFd1Kq4NhOzHXGjDWSbuppEnkptf0RPS94RMbWmXgzVFUDIow83wmgZmPqs6_KlfB-DWXdClE7H7WCq4U8aTApAa77i39h4o4D9wjSxzbQdsSprnv4mmjXCYQcOzwG6hpc85WOk22-CUFJwXZzKt43TyxTOO92hyKIDJLL2ibAMo3SWqY57qVQ5O04SaXcjXcDfrewt6UqqhOvN1TwI8igLs6qol_y7sEwKTiknP5Fn-PjW0v38zqQuInjfwCOs-YCRTSJS0ii58fNOelsH9aRmosCYJc58VYGso-bP6ob-1Y1Ds2xQI0&data=05%7C02%7Cc.assogba%40ifad.org%7C966cf03ef9714e3f6e1008dd12bbda73%7Cdc231ce49c9443aab3110a314fbce932%7C0%7C0%7C638687320224503737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FvVQolzmIpxwOWymJ%2FLfuFhsXp9bIJsGZfmaPj%2BE08A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.vuelio.co.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DKxI2IeZi0epUjaznhVW6LlRbcYsPY2ODUo_AxXrHt4_pmU0RSEWT16PgviA4LBTzZhyiJsIMaz9wbANNzLrKlSc4mz8PlkXAn8DhsIDa5cCFN8uFLxWrvyB3hlv1cTuH68pygx_pq6B6Rziv6QYN15I2FwCvrRmTaZQZAj4T2krhaUXm3equW_kjYaA_aR3YRl8RQmgCsnt39_TP7wW8BwEXF2Q7ZBsF_z0IiAan_YnMOozK36cx823Id5cWAUTE7zQmtEnyiPMEqpj0fWNvCA0ZFu0N18trfq8t1cFzp1CQ3i7RE5qvfyAKqJc7vXBe-64XUlxInIWhiJcZNIVDqmcQhzB-5rz3VTI9D2mP461yF1xnBg_ALjlPK8BSUkiPAqxGcN5IySb0ZJUwI7-w3S5UCx3C0P02H7raSgNh5_oxyykYWBN4nrsRosattcTEyARs05PI27Ug_2IEJFfEIuCq2i11euURWP80S-sRvQHRbLsg_DMwVLd3q51KqtznshR0GpAguYEwoVjKwhnLITDWCgVLY827aycsWJZqJ2D5gw_gzuzcRIagUH-dSkZ6YnF6gH20qLq4YJbjGaWWhR2AYdGi5Nc6NoPk73stBy26sS-B6lU0o3nAyvxhVVLlG3SVcMTS2Ds7NoD1uOiy4Bg76U_JbaykhXNJafa3tyyH0&data=05%7C02%7Cc.assogba%40ifad.org%7C966cf03ef9714e3f6e1008dd12bbda73%7Cdc231ce49c9443aab3110a314fbce932%7C0%7C0%7C638687320224651058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xFauep0lt2FniqBAucEP%2FkA4ti6hnRVUOEgudBGISxM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tiktok.com/login?redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tiktok.com%2F%40ifad%3F_t%3D8rDYbb69Fbi%26_r%3D1&lang=en&enter_method=mandatory
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