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Appointment of the President of IFAD 

Under article 6.8(a) of the Agreement Establishing IFAD, the President of the Fund “shall 

be appointed for a term of four years and shall be eligible for reappointment for only one 

further term”. The current President of IFAD, Mr Kanayo F. Nwanze, was appointed at 

the thirty-second session of the Governing Council, on 18 February 2009, for a first term 

of office. He was reappointed for a further four-year term at the thirty-sixth session of 

the Governing Council, on 13 February 2013. 

1. The Secretary of IFAD sent out a call for nominations to all Member States on 

27 September 2016, informing the Governing Council Bureau thereof. Section 6.2 

of the By-laws for the Conduct of the Business of IFAD (the By-laws) stipulates 

that, except as the Bureau of the Council may decide otherwise, all nominations for 

the office of President shall be submitted no less than 60 days before the opening 

of the session at which the appointment of the President is to be decided. The 

deadline established for receipt of nominations expired at midnight, 1 December 

2016, Rome time. 

2. IFAD has received eight nominations for the position of President of IFAD, which 

are presented here below in alphabetical order by last name: 

 Prof Mr Bambang P.S. Brodjonegoro is the official candidate nominated by 

the Republic of Indonesia 

 Ms María Eugenia Casar Pérez is the official candidate nominated by the 

United Mexican States 

 Prof Paolo De Castro is the official candidate nominated by the Italian 
Republic 

 Dr Ismahane Elouafi is the official candidate nominated by the Kingdom of 
Morocco 

 Mr Gilbert Fossoun Houngbo is the official candidate nominated by the 
Togolese Republic 

 Mr Raşit Pertev is the official candidate nominated by the Republic of Turkey 

 Ms Josefina Stubbs is the official candidate nominated by the Dominican 

Republic 

 Mr Pio Wennubst is the official candidate nominated by the Swiss 
Confederation 

3. Section 6.2 of the By-laws also requires the President to communicate timely 

nominations to all Members and the Bureau of the Governing Council no less than 

40 days prior to the session of the Governing Council (i.e. at the latest by 

5 January 2017). On 14 December 2016, the President communicated the letters 

of nomination and the curricula vitae of the candidates for appointment to the 

position of President, as well as the answers provided by candidates to the 

questions included in the call for nominations to all Member States and to the 

Bureau of the Governing Council (the Communication from the President is 

herewith attached). 

4. The letters of nomination submitted by these Governments for their candidates, 

and the curricula vitae and answers to the questions to candidates are contained in 

the annex. 

5. In accordance with article 6.2(c)(vi) of the Agreement Establishing IFAD and 

section 6.1 of the By-laws, the remuneration of the President is established by the 

Governing Council. Document GC 40/L.3 submitted to the present session of the 

Governing Council contains the Report of the Emoluments Committee, which 

reviewed the overall emoluments and other conditions of employment of the 

President of IFAD. This document will be discussed before the voting is held. 
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Kingdom of Morocco 

 
 

[Seal of the country] 
 
 

Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries 
 
 

N° 59/SG        Rabat, 18 November 2016 

 

 

  THE GOVERNOR OF IFAD FOR MOROCCO 
 

 

TO 
 

 

THE SECRETARY OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  

(IFAD) 
 

 
Subject: Moroccan candidature for the position of President of the International  Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

 

Madam Secretary, 

 

I am honoured to announce the nomination of Dr Ismahane Elouafi as the official candidate of the 

Kingdom of Morocco for the position of President of the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD). Please find attached her curriculum vitae. 

Dr Elouafi currently occupies the position of Director General of the International Centre for 

Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA) based in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (www.biosaline.org). ICBA is 

an international development research centre with a mandate to promote innovative solutions to 

agriculture in saline and marginal areas. The centre was founded in 1999 and has since become a 

centre of excellence for agricultural solutions in food security, nutritional security and water security 

in marginal environments. 

Prior to joining ICBA in 2012, Dr Elouafi held management positions at the Coalition for 

Imputability in Agriculture (CFIA) and Agriculture and Agrifood Canada. She has also worked as a 

scientist at research centres affiliated with the Consultative Group on International Agricultural 

Research (CGIAR) and Japan International Research for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS). 

Holding a PhD in plant genetics, an MSc in genetics and plant breeding, and a BSc in agricultural 

sciences, Dr Elouafi has, through 15 years of professional practice, accumulated a wealth of diverse 

experiences and knowhow at the crossroads of science, management and agricultural development 

policy, research, innovation and agricultural development – all of which has enabled her to develop 

competencies, expertise, leadership and a management style and performance-based approach that 

have proven their worth. 

Throughout her career Dr Elouafi has shown herself to be a manager of exceptional scale. She enjoys 

an excellent reputation within national and international centres operating in the context of global 

agricultural development and food security. 

http://www.biosaline.org/
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Over the course of these years, she has developed solid expertise in international cooperation, 

facilitating networking and partnerships through longstanding relationships developed with donors, 

development organizations, universities, and research and training centres all over the world. She has 

successfully forged strategic partnerships with governments, centres, institutions, universities and 

private organizations in scientific research and agricultural development on a national and 

international scale. 

Her professional success, competencies, management and human qualities, rectitude, in-depth 

knowledge of international agricultural development issues and the United Nations system, together 

with an exceptional capacity for work, equip her with the qualities needed to take the helm at IFAD 

with excellence – and to uphold a standard of governance in keeping with IFAD's mission to ensure 

that agriculture and rural development move up on global development agendas in line with the 

concerns and needs of smallholder farmers and poor rural people. 
 
Please accept, Madam Secretary, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 
 
Professor Mohammed Sadiki 

Governor of IFAD for Morocco 
 
 
 
[Stamp of the Secretariat General of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries, 
signature and stamp of the Secretary General] 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE,     REPUBLIC OF TOGO 
LIVESTOCK AND WATER 

RESOURCES 
 

CABINET 

N° 0434 /MAEH/Cab Lomé, 12 October 2016 

The Minister 
(Governor of IFAD for 
Togo) 

Cheryl Morden 

Secretary, a.i. 

IFAD, Rome Italy 

Subject: Candidature of Mr Gilbert Fossoun Houngbo to the position of President of IFAD 

 

Madam, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 27 September 2016 regarding nominations for the next 

President of IFAD. 

Please be informed that the Government of Togo has decided to put forward Mr Gilbert 

Fossoun Houngbo as its official candidate for the position of President of IFAD, in 

anticipation of the elections to take place at the fortieth session of the Governing Council to be 

held in Rome on 14 and 15 February 2017. Mr Houngbo's candidature was also endorsed 

unanimously by the Conference of Heads of State and Government of the African Union at its 

meeting in Kigali in July 2016. 

Formerly Prime Minister of the Republic of Togo from 2008 to 2012, Mr Houngbo has acquired 

more than 30 years of experience in fields as varied as international development, government 

management, diplomacy, financial management and management, in both the public and private 

sectors. Since 2013 he has served as Deputy Director-General of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO) with responsibility for external programmes and partnerships. Moreover, he 

has held high-ranking positions within the United Nations system – such as Assistant Secretary 

General and Africa Regional Director at the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – in 

addition to his earlier experience in audit and financial advisory services at Price Waterhouse (now 

PwC). 

I am pleased to provide herewith a note verbale from the Ambassador of the African Union* in 

Geneva accredited to IFAD, together with Mr Houngbo's curriculum vitae and responses to the 

three questions addressed to candidates. 

While asking you to acknowledge receipt of this candidacy for Togo, please accept, Madam, 

the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

Colonel Ouro-Koura AGADAZI 

[Seal and signature of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Water Resources] 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B.P: 385 LOME-TOGO Tel. (228) 22 20 40 20  Fax: (228) 22 20 44 99 E-mail: maep_togo@yahoo.fr 

 

*IFAD is submitting only copies of the letter of nomination from the Member States concerned, together with the 
curriculum vitae of the nominees and their answer to the questions to candidates. 

 

mailto:maep_togo@yahoo.fr
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Santo Domingo 
4 October 2016 

[Seal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic] 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS  
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

 

DAM 
CANDIDATURES 

0 2 6 5 8 3 

 

Dear Madam, 

I am pleased to inform you that the Government of the Dominican Republic has 
decided to put forward Ms Josefina Stubbs as a candidate for the position of President 
of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) for the term 2017-2021, in 
the election that is to take place on 14 February 2017 during the fortieth session of the 
Governing Council. 

This decision was reached in the context of our commitment to inclusive and 
sustainable rural development to eradicate poverty and achieve food security for all – 
based on good practices such as supporting family farming, empowering women 
farmers and promoting cooperatives – as well as to address the challenges of climate 
change and rural economic transformation. 

Ms Stubbs has obtained academic degrees in international development, 
sociology and political science, and has more than 35 years of experience in the 
development field. She has held leadership and senior management positions at Oxfam 
International, the World Bank and at IFAD, where she served as Director of the Latin 
America and the Caribbean Division prior to her promotion to the position of Associate 
Vice-President for Knowledge and Strategy, from which she is currently on leave of 
absence. Her curriculum vitae is attached hereto. 
 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 

MIGUEL VARGAS 
 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
[Signature and ministerial stamp] 

 
 
Ms Cheryl Morden 
Secretary a.i. 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
Rome, Italy 
 
 
 

AV. INDEPENDENCIA NO. 752 D.N. ESTANCIA SAN GERONIMO, SANTO DOMINGO REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 
WWW.MIREX.GOB.DO • TEL 809 987 7001 • RNC: 401-00734-7 

 

http://www.mirex.gob.do/
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Swiss Confederation  Office of the Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
[Seal of the country] 

 

 

 

 
CH-3003 Berne. DFAE, DB 

 

Cheryl Morden 

Secretary of IFAD, a. i. 

International Fund for Agricultural Development 

Via Paolo di Dono, 44 

00142 Rome 

Italy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bern, 24 November 2016 
 
 
Swiss candidature for the position of the President of IFAD 
 
 
Madam Secretary, 
 
I am honoured to inform you that, following receipt of your letter of 27 September 2016, the  
Government of the Swiss Confederation has decided to put forward the candidature of 
Ambassador Pio Wennubst for the position of President of IFAD. 
 
Please find attached Mr Wennubst's curriculum vitae and responses to the questions 
addressed to  
the candidates. 
 
Please accept, Madam Secretary, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

 

 
Didier Burkhalter 
Federal Councillor 
[Signature] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palais fédéral ouest, CH-3003 Berne 

www.dfae.admin.ch 

 
 
 

http://www.dfae.admin.ch/


Annex  GC 40/L.4 

76 

 

 
 
  



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

77 

 
 



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

78 

 
 



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

79 

 
 



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

80 

 
 



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

81 

 
 



Annex  GC 40/L.4 

82 

 
 


