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Rome, 16-17 February 2005 

 
 
 

APPOINTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF IFAD 
 
 
 

 
1. Under Article 6.8(a) of the Agreement Establishing IFAD, the President of the Fund is 
appointed for a term of four years and is eligible for reappointment for only one further term. The 
current President of IFAD, Mr Lennart Båge, was appointed at the Twenty-Fourth Session of the 
Governing Council, on 20 February 2001. 
 
2. As the current President’s term of office expires on 31 March 2005, the Secretary of IFAD sent 
out a call for nominations to all Member States on 29 September 2004, informing the Governing 
Council accordingly. Section 6.2 of the By-laws for the Conduct of the Business of IFAD stipulates 
that all nominations for the office of the President are to be submitted not less than 60 days before the 
opening of the session at which the appointment of the President is to be decided. The deadline for 
receipt of nominations therefore expired on Saturday, 18 December 2004. 
 
3. IFAD has received two nominations for appointment to the position of President of IFAD: 
 

- Mr Lennart Båge is the official candidate nominated by the Kingdom of Sweden; and 
- Mr Jannes Hutagalung is the official candidate nominated by the Republic of Indonesia. 

 
4. The letters of nomination and curricula vitae submitted by these Governments for their 
candidates are attached as Annex I. 
 
5. Section 6.2 of the By-laws also requires the President to communicate timely nominations to all 
Member States and the Bureau of the Governing Council not less than 40 days prior to the session of 
the Governing Council (i.e. by 6 January 2005 at the latest). As shown by the letter in Annex II, the 
Secretary of IFAD, on behalf of the President, communicated the letters of nomination and the 
curricula vitae to all Member States and the Bureau of the Governing Council on 6 January 2005. 
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6. In accordance with Article 6.8(a) of the Agreement Establishing IFAD, the Governing Council 
appoints the President by a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes1. Rule 38.1 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Governing Council requires that all elections be held by secret ballot unless the 
Governing Council decides otherwise in an election where the number of candidates does not exceed 
the number of elective places to be filled. Rule 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council 
specifies: 
 

“1. The appointment of the President shall be considered by the Governing Council at a 
private meeting, and voting shall be in accordance with Rule 38.1. 
 
2. The Governing Council shall appoint the President by at least two-thirds of the total 
number of votes. In the case of more than one nominee, if no nominee receives the required 
number of votes on the first ballot, a second ballot shall be taken in which the nominee who 
received the fewest votes shall not participate. This procedure shall be repeated until one 
nominee receives at least two-thirds of the total number of votes or the Council decides that 
such balloting be discontinued and decision be taken on another date. Each Governor casting 
the votes of the Member he represents shall cast them in favour of a single person.” 

 

                                                      
1 Member States should note that the allocation of contribution votes for the election will be calculated on the 

basis of Replenishment payments received by IFAD as at 17.00 hours (Rome time), Friday, 11 February 2005. 
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OUTGOING FAX 
 
 
PAGE 1 OF 1 DATE: 6 January 2005 
 
FAX NO.:  
 
TO: All Governors 

 
 
 

 

 
FROM: Siva Thampi 

Secretary of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
Rome 
 

 

 
SUBJECT: Nomination for President of IFAD 
 
Distinguished Governor, 
 
Further to our facsimile messages sent to all Governors electronically on: (i) 29 September 2004, 
informing them of the end of Mr Båge’s first term of office; and also (ii) 12 November 2004, informing 
them of his candidature for reappointment as proposed by the Kingdom of Sweden, I wish to inform you 
that in a communication dated 17 December 2004, confirmed by the Foreign Minister of Indonesia, the 
Office of the Secretary General, Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Indonesia, has proposed to the 
Governing Council of IFAD the candidacy of Mr Jannes Hutagalung, as President of IFAD.  This 
nomination, together with Mr Hutagalung’s Curriculum Vitae, is herewith attached. 
 
I also take this opportunity to advise that, as the Twenty-Eighth Session of the Governing Council will be 
held on 16 and 17 February 2005, the period of 60 days prescribed by Section 6.2 of the By-laws for 
accepting nominations ended on 18 December 2004.  No other nominations other than those of 
Mr Lennart Båge and Mr Jannes Hutagalung have been received by the Secretariat. 
 
The Governing Council will take up the appointment of the President of IFAD under Item 6 of its 
Provisional Agenda, which has already been dispatched to all Governors under separate cover.  The 
document related to this Agenda Item will be dispatched in due course. 
 
Accept, Distinguished Governor, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 
Siva Thampi 
Secretary of IFAD 
 


