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IFAD SIDS Membership

Classifications of IFAD’s SIDS, and categorization of Small States by the World Bank

IFAD ” N
'(5\1('/’3; Sma(IIY?It‘a)tes. CountryJﬁl::sznggituon WB IFAD Division
Countries
SIDS-Africa
Cabo Verde Y Y LMIC WCA
Comoros Y Y LMIC ESA
Guinea-Bissau Y Y LIC WCA
Maldives Y Y UMIC ESA
Mauritius Y Y UMIC ESA
Sdo Tomé and Principe Y Y LMIC WCA
Seychelles Y Y HIC WCA
SIDS-Caribbean

Antigua and Barbuda Y Y HIC LAC
Bahamas, The Y Y HIC LAC
Barbados Y Y HIC LAC
Belize Y Y UMIC LAC
Cuba Y N UMIC LAC
Dominica Y Y UMIC LAC
Dominican Republic Y N UMIC LAC
Grenada Y Y UMIC LAC
Guyana Y Y UMIC LAC
Haiti Y N LMIC LAC
Jamaica Y Y UMIC LAC
Saint Kitts and Nevis Y Y HIC LAC

I Xipuaddy
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Saint Lucia Y Y UMIC LAC
Saint Vincent and the Y Y UMIC LAC
Grenadines
Suriname Y Y UMIC LAC
Trinidad and Tobago Y Y HIC LAC
SIDS-Pacific
Cook Islands Y N HIC** APR
Fiji Y Y UMIC APR
Kiribati Y Y LMIC APR
Marshall Islands Y Y MIC APR
Y Y LMIC APR
Federated States of Micronesia
Nauru Y Y HIC APR
Niue Y N HIC APR
Palau Y Y HIC APR
Papua New Guinea Y N LMIC APR
Samoa Y Y UMIC APR
Solomon Islands Y Y LMIC APR
Timor-Leste Y Y LMIC APR
Tonga Y Y UMIC APR
Tuvalu Y Y UMIC APR
Vanuatu Y Y LMIC APR

*UMIC-Upper Middle-Income Country
*LMIC-Lower Middle-Income Country

*MIC-Middle Income Country

*HMIC-Higher Middle-Income Country

*HIC -High Income Country
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Highlights of approaches of selected UN and development partners engagement in SIDS

Regional or

o . Specific plan country .
rganization SIDS? programme Notes on approaches of engagement in SIDS
on ) approach in
SIDS?
Not stated | FAO supports SIDS mainly through technical assistance and policy analysis/advisory
explicitly. services to transform food systems to improve nutrition-sensitivity, resilience,
No formal | Action sustainability and empower SIDS to lead healthy and productive lives. FAO has
strategy Programme collaborated with other UN agencies to develop a document “Global Action Programme
document, paper states | on Food Security and Nutrition in Small Island Developing States (GAP)” which
FAO but has an | actions that | articulates their work on SIDS, in response to the implementation of SAMOA Pathway.
“Action can be | Aaligned with existing strategies rather than as a blueprint strategic document in itself!4,
Programme” | carried out at | the three key objectives of the GAP are:
paper both regional o Strengthen the enabling environment for food security and nutrition
and country o Improve the sustainability, resilience and nutrition-sensitivity of food systems
specific o Empower people and communities for food security and nutrition
WFP adopts a flexible multi-country approach that help address individual country needs
and priorities while working in concert with political and economic regional bodies.
Interim sub-regional strategic plans have been developed:
Two interim Pacific Interim Multi Country Strategic Plan (2019-2022)
sub-regional The multi-country strategic plan aims to improve the capacity of the Pacific SIDS to
Both country . . . - o -
strategy o reduce risk and improve response to disasters to contribute to the building of a resilient
specific and e : . ! . . -
documents flexible Pacific Community. Working in close collaboration with partners, especially FAO and
WFP for Pacific multi- UNDP. WFP’s approach is to build national capacities to support mechanisms to deliver
and country multi-country strategic plant>
Caribbean approach Interim strategic plan (Jan 2020 -De 2021) for the Caribbean region
regions The sub-regional Plan identifies priority actions in the Caribbean and reflects the dual

respectively

humanitarian and development mandate of WFP. It aims to strengthen the capacities of
national and regional actors in the target countries to improve emergency response and
reduce the need for external intervention. The Plan focuses primarily on several
Caribbean SIDS, oversea counties and includes three coastal countries!®

14 FAO 2017 Global Action Programme on Food Security and Nutrition in Small Island Developing States 73 pp

5 The countries included in the Strategic Plan are Cook Islands, Fiji, the Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, the Marshall Islands, Samoa,

Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu
16 These are Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Curagao, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Montserrat, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sint Maarten, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Turks and Caicos Islands.
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UNIDO has developed a SIDS strategy to streamline and strengthen its interventions in
SIDS aimed at achieving Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development in the

UNIDO’s Reglona_l/ region. The approach is alighed to achieve four development results: (i) Creating
Small Island | sub-regional . . . - . ; .
; prosperity and inclusive growth, (ii) Advancing economic competitiveness (iii)
Developing approach, . ; ) -
UNIDO Safeguarding the environment through cleaner production technologies and resource
States country- - . . : L
o efficient practices, (iv) Strengthening knowledge and institutions for long-term
Strategy, specific devel UNIDO SIDS regional and sub-regional d
2019-2025 needs also evelopment. targets regional and sub-regional programmes t(_) respon
to the needs of SIDS as a group but also focuses on the specific needs of individual
country.
Has developed a five-year “Action Plan for SIDS” (2016-2021) in 2016 in response to
the “Samoa Pathway” and to integrate its priorities across all of its programs'’. The
document aligns with exiting strategic documents, but not a specific strategy document
for SIDS by itself.
Adopted a The Action Plan focuses on five priority areas, consistent with UNESCO’s mandate:
fiveP car e Enhancing SIDS capacities through improving education, and institutional
UNSECO “Actién Plan Not  stated capacities
for SIDS” in explicitly e Enhancing SIDS resilience and the sustainability of human interactions with
2016 ecosystems
) e Supporting SIDS to promote social transformations, social inclusion and social
justice
e Preserving cultural heritage and culture to improve sustainable development in
SIDS
Increasing connectivity, information management and knowledge-sharing
Organizes its | UNDP’s supports in SIDS focuses on climate change adaptation. With funding provided
Not stated support mainly by Global Environment Facility (GEF), Least Developed Country Fund (LDCF),
UNDP under four | Adaptation Fund (AF), Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF), and the Government of

explicitly

sub-regional
activities!8

Australia, UNDP organizes its work under four sub-regional SIDS programmes: Pacific
SIDS, Caribbean SIDS, African SIDS and Asian SIDS respectively

17 UNESCO 2016. Small Island Developing States — UNESCO'’s Action Plan. UNESCO, Paris. 32pp.
18 UNDP Support to Small Island Developing States https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/undp-sids
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World Bank

Has an
“engagement
document for
Small
States”. But
no  specific
SIDS
strategy.

Adopts both
country
specific and,
flexible
multi-
country
approaches
for small
states

The World Bank Group does treats SIDS as a component of “small states” group of
countries. The Bank responds to the special development needs of small states through
the “Small States Forum”, and anchored on four pillars: (i) Improving development
finance (ii) innovative disaster and climate financing mechanismes (iii) facilitating private
investment and diversification (iv) strengthening the capacity of SIDS!°. The Bank
adopts a regional or multi-country level approaches in its strategic and operational
activities. The approach aims at mitigating the challenges of limited capacity that
negatively impact on program design and implementation in SIDS?°.

In response to the challenges of eligibility for concessional financing and capacity to

engage in competitive finance market that small sates face, the WBG has developed

innovative solutions tailored to address interrelated development and financing issues
of small states. These include:

* Preferential treatment in terms of access and concessionality, such as invoking
exceptional criteria for small states based on per capita income, vulnerability to
natural disasters and climate change, and limited access to commercial debt

e Disaster and climate financing mechanisms for small states that are not eligible for
IDA financing.

e Regional risk insurance pools in the Caribbean and Pacific regions.

¢ Economic diversification and resilience building in key sectors including agriculture

e De-risking and credit-enhancing tools to small states.

19 World Bank 2019. World Bank Group support to Small States, Washington 53 pp
20 World Bank 2016 World Bank Group Engagement in Small States: The Cases of the OECS, PICs, Cabo Verde, Djibouti, Mauritius, and the Seychelles 54pp
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AsDB has developed a “Pacific Approach 2016-2020" document that serves as a
strategic framework guiding the its assistance at regional level and, an overall country

Regional partnership strategy for individual Pacific Island countries?!. The regional operation
strategy provides opportunities for cross-country learning and operational efficiencies. The three
(“The Pacific | Both regional | key thrusts of the strategy are:
Asia Approach”) and country- e Reducing costs of operations- by improving transport, ICT and renewable energy
Development | and  country | specific infrastructure to reduce the costs of connectivity and energy.
Bank strategic approaches.
strategy e Mobilizing finance to introduce innovative solutions to strengthen disaster
business preparedness, vulnerability, and build resilience
plans e Promoting value creation- by supporting public sector reform that facilitate
enabling conditions for private sector growth, legislative and financial reforms
that promote financial inclusion
OECD supports SIDS through provision of statistical data and policy analysis on
concessional finance that helps them to improve access to development finance. SIDS
also benefit from support to develop financial instruments and approaches that are
customised to the context and needs of individual countries.
OECD No No OECD is aware of the need for new development solutions and approaches that can help

to achieve prosperity for the people and their environments. Through its DAC Working
Group on SIDS, OECD is exploring the possibility to partner in a new initiative on
Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI)?22.

e Provides statistical data and policy analysis on concessional finance to SIDS
Supports the development of financial instruments and approaches that tailored to SIDS

21 The countries covered are Cook Islands, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.
22 The new index is being developed by the UN system- UN Resident Coordinator for Pacific and Caribbean, UNDP, UN DESA, UN-OHRLLS with technical inputs from development
economists Jeffrey Sachs and Guillaume Lafortune.
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Yes, has a

Mainly
strategic
regional
cooperation,
but does not

Describing itself as “as an islander in a room of Islanders”, Ireland’s strategy on SIDS
outlines four priority areas for collaboration: sustainable blue economy, climate action,
risk management and institutional capacity to facilitate investment.

The SIDS strategic approach is influenced by Ireland’s Global Ireland 2025 strategy,
that seeks to commit dedicated resources to increase engagement with SIDS.
Specifically, Ireland commits itself to:

use its membership of the EU to champion support for SIDS in EU-wide
cooperation arrangements (e.g., the post Cotonou Accord of EU-ACP) and in

Ireland Strategy_ for e?(clude multilateral forums e.g., UN, OECD and international financial institutions
Partnership bilateral ) ) )
with SIDS” relationship o P_rowde €12_m to t_he Ireland Trust Fund held in AsDB to support climate and
with specific disaster resilience in SIDS
countries e establish a permanent network of Envoys to deepen relationship with SIDS
where e commence new partnerships with SIDS such as Ocean Innovation Initiative and
necessary a SIDS fellowship scheme
e experience capitalization in working with the diaspora
e Deepen its relationship with the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility
and initiate new similar partnerships.
ng’ Tasa Adopts both
rategy coun_try e Strong advocate for greater recognition of the unique development challenges faced
for | specific and, by SIDS.
Partnership | flexible e Advocacy by New Zealand and other partners resulted in higher financing for Pacific
New Zealand with multi- SIDS
SIDS” country e Support the design and implementation of two major studies to increase
approaches understanding of the development funding challenges of SIDS
for small
states
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Documents Reviewed

Region

The
Caribbean

AIMS

Country

Guyana

Grenada

Belize, Haiti,

Cuba, Dominican

Republic,
Grenada and
Guyana

Haiti

Republica
Dominicana

Haiti

Belize

Haiti

Guinea Bissau
Sao Tome et

Principe

Comoros

Maldives

Project/Programme Name (PCR)

Rural Enterprise and Agricultural Development Project (READ)

Market Access and Rural Enterprise Development Programme
(MAREP)

Youth entrepreneurship: rural employment opportunities for
young people in the Caribbean

Innovative Crop and Soil-Based Technologies Project (CIAT)

The Rural Economic Development Project in the Centre and
East (PRORURAL)

Project de développement de la petite irrigation

Belize Rural Finance Programme (BRFP)

Projet de Développement de la petite irrigation (PPI-2)

Rural Rehabilitation and Community Development Project

PARTICIPATORY SMALLHOLDER AGRICULTURE AND ARTISANAL FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (PAPAFPA)

Integrated Ecological Planning and Sustainable Land
Management in Coastal Ecosystems in the Comoros, in the
three islands of Grand Comoros, Anjouan, and Moheli

Fisheries and Agriculture Diversification Programme (FADIP)

Actual
Completion

31-Mar-15
30-Mar-18

30-Jun-19

01-Jun-17
31-Mar-19

2016
30-Sep-16

30-Jun-17
31-Dec-13
31-Mar-15

31-Dec-14

31-Mar-18

PCR

PCRV

PPE
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The Pacific

GUINEE-BISSAU

Republica
Dominicana

Maldives
Seychelles

Seychelles

Maldives

Grenada

Timor-Leste
Tonga

Cook Islands,
Marshal Islands,
Niue

Vanuatu

PNG

Solomon Islands

Vanuatu

Fiji,
Kiribati,Tonga
PNG

Projet De Démarrage Du Projet D'appui Au Développement Du
Sud (PADES)

Proyecto de Desarrollo para Organizaciones Econdmicas de
Pobres Rurales de la Frontera (PRORURAL OESTE)

Post-Tsunami Agricultural and Fisheries

Competitive Local Innovations for Small-scale Agriculture
Project

Rehabilitation Programme

Strengthening the Role of SAARC in the Sustainable
Intensification of Agriculture in South Asia

Climate-smart Agricultural and rural Enterprise Programme
(SAEP)

Timor-Leste Maize Storage Project
Tonga Rural Innovation Project

Capacity Building for Resilient Agriculture in the Pacific (CBRAP)

Post Cyclone Rapid Recovery in Agricultural Production

Partnership in High Value Agriculture — (PHVA)
Rural Development Programme I (RDP I)

Post Cyclone Rapid Recovery in Agricultural Production
Innov4AgPacific Programme

Mainstreaming of Rural Development Innovations (MORDI)

Fairtrade

30-Jun-17

2017

31-Dec.13
31-Dec-18

31-Dec-18
2017

2017

31-Dec-15
30-Jun-017
31-Mar-18

16-Jun-16
31-Dec-15

30-Nov-12
30-Jun-16
Dec-08

Jun-16

X

X X X X X X
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Appendix IV EB 2022/135/R.5

Insights into IFAD’s work in selected SIDS

1. Economic Development Project for the Southern Regions (PADES), Guinea
Bissau

COVID-19 preventive measures in Guinea-Bissau significantly affected mobility between
regions. This hindered smallholder farmers’ ability to trade the main cash crop in the
country — raw cashew nuts. Raw cashew nuts account for about 95% of the country
exports and are the main income generating activity for about 80% of the country’s
population. Rice, the country’s staple food, is not produced in enough quantity to feed
rural households throughout the year. Smallholder farmers use raw cashew nuts to trade
with or purchase rice as well as to finance the agriculture campaign of the following year.
The necessary pandemic restrictions represented a high risk of rural households’ food
security, particularly those headed by women.

IFAD COVID-19 response in Guinea-Bissau, a SIDS country, was deployed through an
IFAD-financed project focused on the economic development of the southern regions
(PADES). The Rural Poor Stimulus Facility funds ensured that for two agriculture
campaigns 2021/2022 PADES most affected beneficiaries would access and effectively
use quality and climate resilient seeds. This support is of upmost importance since the
most vulnerable smallholder farmers were forced to consume the seeds produced for the
2021/2022 agriculture campaigns during the 2020 lockdown.

The intervention became a best practice example of RBAs collaboration. PADES
complemented the seeds distribution with development capacity activities lead by WFP.
WFP’s expertise on agriculture production and market information systems was also
leveraged by the RPSF intervention to establish a market information network that
allows farmers to know where to access inputs and to meet market demand needs in
their region and beyond. A second round of RPSF financing focused on developing long
term institutional market relationships between school feeding programs and PADES’
smallholder farmers. The Facility finances the local purchase of rice and horticulture
products, therefore connecting improved quality production to a sustainable demand of
local products - increasing productivity effectively and towards increased sustainable
income.

2. Pacific Islands Rural and Agriculture Stimulus facility (PIRAS facility)

The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade (DFAT) and the UN COVID-19 Multi
Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) are jointly financing the Pacific Islands Rural and Agricultural
Stimulus (PIRAS) Facility covering Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu.
The goal of the facility is to minimize the impacts of COVID-19 on livelihoods and food
security of rural households. By stimulating the agriculture sector in target SIDS
countries, the facility is expected to enhance economic recovery from the pandemic,
improve incomes and food & nutrition security for rural communities.

The activities under the facility build on national measures and include regional activities
to be delivered in close coordination with MPTF partners (ILO, UNESCO and UNDP). More
specifically the facility will:

e Equip women and youth with business and technical skills, access to productive
resources, and market information services.

e Support agribusiness SMEs to access markets through the promotion of locally grown
food, and their inclusion in government purchasing programmes (schools, hospitals,
hospitality healthy food packages). Smallholder farmers, fisherfolks and SMEs engaged
in food processing will be trained in safe post-harvest handling and food preservation.

e Support market actors with safe food distribution through the introduction of COVID-19
safety protocols along the supply chains.

e Scale up the use of tested digital solutions for market linkages, agricultural advice and
nutrition awareness, such as My Kana App and TraSeable Farms App.
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3. Family Farming Productivity and Resilience Support Project (PREFER),
Comoros

PREFER is a US$18m project that partners with the national government and the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture to support 35,000 smallholders to increase
their productivity and resilience to climate change. A key issue in Comoros and many
other SIDS is overreliance on food imports, and this project focuses on promoting the
local production of bananas, cassava and vegetables, including through training and
access to rural finance. Training will also be provided to enhance market participation.
Benefitting from funds from IFAD's Adaptation for Smallholder Agriculture Programme
(ASAP), the project aims to build climate resilience by promoting sustainable water and
soil management. Through the project, a grant of US$720,000 from IFAD's Rural Poor
Stimulus Facility is also being implemented to provide emergency support to mitigate the
impacts of the pandemic on access to inputs and markets.

4. Climate Smart Agriculture and Rural Enterprise Programme (SAEP), Grenada

The experience of the recently closed MAREP (Market Access and Rural Enterprise
Development Programme) and the new operation (SAEP) make IFAD’s work in Grenada
a cornerstone for the development of similar projects in another SIDS in the region. The
SAEP focuses on the main critical issues in rural areas in SIDS in the Caribbean: (i)
youth employment and entrepreneurship, (ii) adaptation to climate change, and (iii)
private sector development. Gender and nutrition are also elements that are being
strengthened in the project, making SAEP an interesting example of an integrated
approach to addressing all mainstreaming themes. The project could be replicated
(possibly even as a regional operation) in other small islands that have similar
challenges (high percentage of food imports, high vulnerability to climate variability,
high levels of youth unemployment) and are part of the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States. The cooperation with the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), which
co-finances rural infrastructure while IFAD invests on capacity building, can be replicated
in other CDB-borrower countries lacking access to IFAD’s PBAS.
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