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the International Fund for Agricultural Development
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Trilateral South-South Cooperation



Appendix EB 2017/122/R.45

This Letter of Intent (hereinafter referred to as "LOI") is entered into between the
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil, through the Brazilian Agency for
Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as “ABC”), and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (hereinafter referred to as “IFAD"), together referred to as the
“Participants”;

Acknowledging that the Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil and IFAD have
a long-standing partnership in promoting sustainable and inclusive rural transformation;

Considering the Standard Agreement on Technical Cooperation between the
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil and the United Nations Specialized
Agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Universal Postal Union,
signed on 29 December 1964 and enacted into law in Brazil through decree n® 59.308
of 23 September 1966;

Also considering the IFAD Strategic Framework 2016-2025, IFAD’s South-South and
Triangular Cooperation Strategy (2015) and IFAD’s Country Strategic Opportunities
Programme for Brazil (2016-2021);

Appreciating the significant role the Participants can jointly play in building capacities in
developing countries to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the
2030 Agenda;

Recognizing IFAD’s pivotal role in contributing to the eradication of rural poverty
through enabling inclusive and sustainable rural transformation;

Also recognizing the role of ABC in providing technical cooperation to promoting
capacity building in developing countries, through the sharing of knowledge and
experience available in Brazilian institutions, and based on the principles of South-South
Cooperation, as defined in the Report of the High-level United Nations Conference on
South-South Cooperation, held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 1-3 December 2009;

Taking into account the respective mandates and strategic objectives;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Participants declare the following intentions:

1. The Participants intend to reinforce areas of joint action to help improve the lives of
poor people in developing countries.

2. Consistent with their respective goals, mandates, policies and rules, the Participants
intend to use Trilateral South-South Cooperation, also known as South-South and
Triangular Cooperation, as a vehicle for enhancing agricultural production and
productivity, capacity development, value addition and access to markets, food security
and incomes of rural poor people in developing countries.

3. The Participants endeavor to seek opportunities for mutual technical cooperation, with
a view to enhancing government and non-government institutions’ capacity to design,
implement and evaluate rural development policies and programmes.

4. The activities and their expected results to operationalize this LOI, including
monitoring and evaluation arrangements, will be identified and listed in an action plan,
developed and agreed jointly by ABC and IFAD.

5. The areas of action, as outlined in this LOI, will be carried out for a period of four (4)
years from January 2018 till December 2021, which also represents the end of IFAD’s
11th Replenishment period. The LOI will be automatically renewed for similar periods
unless one of the Participants notifies the other Party in writing of its desire to terminate
it six (6) months in advance.
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6. The LOI may be modified by mutual consent expressed in writing by duly authorized
representatives of the Participants.

7. The Participants intend to implement joint activities, including but not limited to:

a. Needs assessment and stock-taking analysis: ABC and IFAD intend to
jointly conduct a needs assessment and stock-taking analysis, with a diagnostic
of the country or countries jointly identified, based on the country or countries’
demand, as a first step in developing a specific and tailored programme of work.

b. Training activities: ABC and IFAD intend to jointly organize a number of
technical training activities, to be carried out in Brazil or in partner countries
jointly identified, with a view to furthering inclusive and sustainable rural
transformation. The content of such training activities will be jointly defined by
ABC, IFAD and the requesting country or countries through the above-mentioned
needs assessment and stock-taking analysis. The training activities will be
coordinated by ABC, and delivered by reputed Brazilian technical institutions -
such as ministries, foundations, universities, etc. — with the required expertise,
experience and track record. Special attention will be devoted to targeting the
rural youth and women under this track.

c. Knowledge Sharing: The Participants intend to:

(i) facilitate exchange visits of project staff, farmers’ organizations, government
officials and others working in smallholder agriculture and rural
development, from and to Brazil, and other jointly identified developing
countries. The purpose of such exchange visits is to facilitate sharing of
innovative solutions and knowledge on successful approaches to smallholder
agriculture and rural development;

(ii) jointly organize knowledge sharing events at the country, regional and
global levels on topics of mutual interest, within the broader context of
Agenda 2030 and the SDGs;

(iii) identify representatives from Brazil and IFAD and other developing countries
to participate - as speakers and/or participants - in relevant workshops and
conferences organized by Brazil and IFAD, respectively, with the aim of
sharing lessons and good practices, as well as for networking and identifying
opportunities for development cooperation; and

(iv) develop joint knowledge products and publications on selected topics of
mutual interest, as their collective contribution to the international debate on
rural poverty reduction, by investing in smallholder agriculture and rural
development.

d. Technical missions and visits: The Participants intend to organize technical
missions to Brazil, for personnel from identified developing countries where IFAD
operates. Such missions will be organized to promote dialogue with technical
specialists and high-level officials in the Brazilian Government and will consist of
meetings with Government representatives and field visits in project areas.

e. Assistance in the design, implementation and monitoring and evaluation
of projects, policies and programmes: The Participants, together with
relevant Brazilian institutions, intend to provide assistance to developing
countries’ government institutions for the design, revision, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of policies, strategies and programmes in specific
technical areas jointly agreed upon. This includes identifying and deploying
Brazilian experts in IFAD missions, as well as peer reviewing programme/project
documents.

f. Any other modality which may be agreed upon by ABC and IFAD.
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8. Any commitment with regard to any funding on the part of the Participants will be
reflected in agreements that may be entered into by the Participants, subject to their
respective policies and procedures.

9. The Participants acknowledge and recognize that this LOI is not intended to be legally
binding and that the understanding set forth herein do not and shall not constitute or
create any obligations on the Participants.

10. The Participants designate the following person or office to serve as liaison for
implementing this LOI.

For ABC:
General-Coordinator of Trilateral South-South Cooperation with International
Organizations

For IFAD:
Director of the Global Engagement,
Knowledge and Strategy Division

11. The Participants endeavor to regularly consult with each other on key issues as well
as progress or problems encountered in the implementation of this LOI. Progress towards
achieving the objectives and undertaking activities included in this LOI will be reviewed
on an annual basis, following modalities agreed upon by both ABC and IFAD.

Signed in Brasilia, on 20 November 2017, in two originals, in the Portuguese and English
languages. In case of any divergence, the English version will prevail.

For the Government of the Federative For the International Fund for
Republic of Brazil Agricultural Development
Ambassador Jodao Almino Gilbert F. Houngbo
Director of the Brazilian Agency of President

Cooperation
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