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Appendix I EB 2017/122/R.25

Negotiated financing agreement

(Negotiations concluded on 9 November 2017)

FINANCING AGREEMENT

Loan Number:
Grant Number:

Project Title: Community Based Agricultural Support Project (CASP) (“the Project”)
the Republic of Tajikistan (the “the Borrower/Recipient”)

and

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (the “Fund” or “IFAD")

(each a “Party” and both of them collectively the “Parties”)

hereby agree as follows:

Section A

1. The following documents collectively form this Agreement: this document, the
Programme Description and Implementation Arrangements (Schedule 1), and the
Allocation Table (Schedule 2).

2. The Fund’s General Conditions for Agricultural Development Financing dated
29 April 2009, amended as of April 2014, and as may be amended hereafter from time to
time (the “General Conditions”) are annexed to this Agreement, and all provisions thereof
shall apply to this Agreement. For the purposes of this Agreement the terms defined in
the General Conditions shall have the meanings set forth therein.

3. The Fund shall provide a loan and a grant to the Borrower/Recipient (the
“Financing”), which the Borrower/Recipient shall use to implement the Project in
accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Section B

1. A. The amount of the Loan is fifteen million three hundred thirty thousand
United States dollars (USD 15 330 000).

B. The amount of the Grant is fifteen million three hundred thirty thousand
United States dollars (USD 15 330 000).

2. The Loan is granted on highly concessional terms, and shall be free of interest but
bear a service charge of three fourths of one per cent (0.75%) per annum payable
semi-annually in the Loan Service Payment Currency, and shall have a maturity period of
forty (40) years, including a grace period of ten (10) years starting from the date of
approval of the Loan by the Fund’s Executive Board.
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3. The Loan Service Payment Currency shall be United States dollars (USD).
4, The first day of the applicable Fiscal Year shall be 1 January.

5. Payments of principal and service charge shall be payable on each 15 February and
15 August.

6. The arrangements for the Designated Account will be defined in the Letter to the
Borrower/Recipient in consultation with the Ministry of Finance.

7. The Borrower/Recipient shall provide counterpart financing for the Project in an
amount equivalent to four million nine hundred thousand United States dollars
(USD 4 900 000) in the form of VAT exemption of goods, works and services as well as
customs fees.

Section C

1. The Lead Project Agency shall be the Ministry of Agriculture.

2.  The Project Completion Date shall be the sixth anniversary of the date of entry into
force of this Agreement.

Section D

The Financing will be administered and the Project supervised by the Fund.

Section E

1. The following is designated as an additional ground for suspension of this
Agreement:

(a) Any competent authority has taken action without the prior consent of the
fund for institutional changes to the Project Steering Committee (PSC)
referred to in paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 hereto, and/or institutional and key
personnel changes to the PMU, including but not limited to modification of the
membership composition, dissolution and merger; and the Fund has
determined that any such event listed above is likely to have a material
adverse effect on the Project,

2. The following are designated as additional general conditions precedent to
withdrawal:

(a) The State Enterprise "Project Management Unit" "Livestock and Pasture
Development" shall have been duly assigned for implementation of the
Project.

(b) The Project Implementation Manual (PIM) referred to in Schedule 1 hereto
shall have been duly approved.
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3. The following are the designated representatives and addresses to be used for any
communication related to this Agreement:

For the Borrower/Recipient:

Minister of Finance

Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Tajikistan
3 Ac. Rajabovho Ave.

Dushanbe, 734025

For the Fund:
President
International Fund for Agricultural Development

Via Paolo di Dono 44
00142 Rome, Italy

This Agreement, dated , has been prepared in the English language in
two (2) original copies, one (1) for the Fund and one (1) for the Borrower/Recipient.

THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

Authorized Representative
(name and title)

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Gilbert F. Houngbo
President
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Schedule 1

Project Description and Implementation Arrangements

I. Project Description

1. Project Area and Target Population. The Project shall be implemented in selected
districts of Soghd, Khatlon and the Region of Republican Subordination. The Project shall
primarily benefit (i) the rural poor living in extreme poverty; (ii) subsistence and semi-
subsistence farmers willing to move to more commercial farming; (iii) the rural
underemployed and self-employed; and (iv) service providers, input suppliers or off-
takers of agricultural produce with actual or potential strong backward linkages to poor
rural communities. Particular attention will be given to the participation of women and
youth.

2. Goal. The goal of the Project is to contribute to inclusive economic growth and
reduction of poverty in poor rural communities.

3. Development Objective. The Development Objective of the Project is improved access
of communities to productive infrastructure and services leading to sustainable agricultural
production and equitable returns.

4, Components. The Project shall consist of the following three (3) Components, the
details of which will be further described in the Project Implementation Manual (PIM):

4.1. Component 1. Strengthening rural institutions. The component has two
subcomponents:

Sub-component 1.1 Strengthening community organizations. The Project will:
(a) select Village Organizations (VOs) based on objective ranking criteria defined in
the PIM, mobilize VOs, and support VOs to develop Community Action Plans (CAPs)
to define their investment priorities; and (b) provide Common Interest Groups
(CIGs) with training and facilitation of linkages with relevant input and service
providers and off-takers.

Sub-component 1.2 Strengthening service agencies. Activities under this
Sub-component will include: (a) training of Hukumat/Jamoat agricultural staff,
community facilitators and local private business mentors; and (b) building the
capacity of agricultural machinery service providers.

4.2. Component 2. Improvement of agricultural productivity and business
linkages. The component has three sub-components:

Sub-component 2.1 Community Development Fund (CDF). Each selected VO will be
allocated CDF proceeds in an amount determined pursuant to criteria defined in the
PIM. The CDF proceeds will be used for implementation of sub-project pursuant to
the CAPs.

Sub-component 2.2 Provision of improved machinery services. This activity will
support the establishment and or strengthen Agricultural Machinery Services
Centres and Maintenance and Repair Workshops that show aptitude and
commitment to serve the agricultural activities of smallholder and dekhan farmers.
Selection criteria and support modalities of AMSCs and MRWs would be determined
in the PIM.
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Sub-component 2.3 Innovation Grants. This activity will support the development
of innovative production and processing technologies relevant for smallholder and
dekhan agricultural activities. The support would be targeted to institutions selected
pursuant to modalities determined in the PIM that have capacity to develop said
innovations.

4.3. Component 3. Project Management. This component shall provide financing for
the overall management of the Project.

II. Implementation Arrangements
A. Organisation and management

5. The Lead Project Agency. The Ministry of Agriculture will be the Lead Project
Agency for the Project.

6. Project Steering Committee (PSC).

6.1 Establishment and composition: The PSC shall be composed of representatives of
the various departments of the MOA; Foreign Aid Coordination and Project Monitoring
Department of the State Committee on Investment and State Property Management;
General Department of State Debt and Attracting Public Investment of the Ministry of
Finance; Committee on Women and Family Affairs; Agency of Land Reclamation and
Irrigation; and State Committee on Land Management and Geodesy. The PSC shall be
chaired by the Deputy Minister of Agriculture.

6.2 Responsibilities of the PSC. The PSC shall provide overall guidance for the
implementation of the Project activities at the national level and shall be responsible for
the approval of the AWPBs as well as other key policy decisions. The PSC does not have
direct management responsibility.

7. The Project Management (PMU).

7.1 Core activities. The existing PMU of the Livestock and Pasture Development Project,
partially financed by IFAD, shall have the overall responsibility for the administrative,
financial and operational responsibilities of the Project.

7.2 The PMU workforce shall consist of a Project Director, Finance Manager, Project
Coordinator, District Project Officers, Project Engineers, Community and Institutional
Development Specialist; Gender Specialist, Business Development Specialist, Monitoring
& Evaluation Specialist; Financial Management Specialist; and Procurement Specialist.
Appointment and removal of workforce of the PMU shall be subject to IFAD no objection.
The salary rate of Project staff shall be determined in accordance with Presidential
Consent as of February 1, 2013 #4118 related to the Livestock and Pasture Development
Project.

B. Project Implementation Manual ("PIM")

8. Preparation. The Borrower/Recipient shall prepare, in accordance with terms of
reference subject to no objection by the Fund, a PIM, which shall include, among other
arrangements: (i) institutional coordination including composition of PSC, and day-to-day
execution of the Project; (ii) Project budgeting, disbursement, financial management,
procurement monitoring, evaluation, reporting and related procedures; (iii) detailed
description of implementation arrangements for each Project component, and (iv) such
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other administrative, financial, technical and organizational arrangements and procedures
as shall be required for the Project.

9. Approval and Adoption. The PMU shall forward the draft PIM to the Fund for
comments and approval. The PMU shall adopt the PIM in the form approved by the Fund,
and the PMU shall promptly provide copies thereof to the Fund. The Recipient shall carry
out the Project in accordance with the PIM and shall not amend, abrogate, waive or
permit to be amended, abrogated, or waived, the aforementioned manual, or any
provision thereof, without the prior written consent of the Fund.

C. Supervision

10. A Mid-Term Review (MTR) shall be conducted to assess the progress,
achievements, constraints and emerging impact and likely sustainability of the Project
and make recommendations and necessary adjustments for the remaining period of
disbursement. The MTR shall be carried out jointly by the Borrower/Recipient and the
Fund.
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1. Allocation of Loan and Grant Proceeds.

Schedule 2

Allocation Table

EB 2017/122/R.25

The Table below sets forth the Categories of

Eligible Expenditures to be financed by the Loan and the Grant and the allocation of the
amounts of the Loan and the Grant to each Category and the percentages of expenditures
for items to be financed in each Category.

Category Loan Amount Grant Amount Percentage
Allocated Allocated
(expressed (expressed
in USD) in USD)
I. Goods, equipment, material and 2 420 000 1 680 000 100% net of taxes and
vehicle service providers
contributions
II. Technical assistance and studies 1 500 000 100% net of taxes and
FAO* contribution
III. Training and workshops 160 000 100% net of
FAO*contribution
IV. Grants (Community 11 020 000 7 820 000 100% net of taxes and
Development Fund) beneficiaries
contributions
V. Grants (Innovation) 360 000 1 960 000 100% net of
beneficiaries
contributions
VI. Operating costs 680 000 100% net of taxes and
service providers
contributions
Unallocated 1 530 000 1 530 000
TOTAL 15 330 000 15 330 000

(*) FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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