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Recommendation for approval

The Executive Board is invited to approve the provisions of the partnership
agreement entered into by  IFAD and Agreenium on 3 February 2014.

Partnership agreement with Agreenium

1. On 3 February 2014, IFAD entered into a partnership agreement with Agreenium
for the purpose of providing a framework for enhancing collaboration on activities of
common interest and fostering joint action to achieve greater impact on food
security and poverty reduction. Information about Agreenium is provided in
annex I.

2. This collaboration will focus on: (i) internships for Agreenium students at IFAD;
(ii) developing operational synergies at the country level; and (iii) promoting
knowledge management and exchange. The agreement will remain in force for five
years. Its implementation will be regularly monitored by the focal points of both
parties through annual meetings to discuss the progress achieved and to plan for
future directions.

3. The Executive Board is invited to approve the provisions of the partnership
agreement, a copy of which is provided in annex II.



Annex I EB 2014/111/R.27

1

Agreenium

Agreenium is a legal entity bringing together the French National Institute for
Agricultural Research (Inra), the French Agricultural Research Center for
Development (CIRAD), the Paris Institute of Technology for Life, Food, and
Environmental Sciences (AgroParisTech), the Institute for Higher Education in
Agricultural, Agrifood, Horticultural and Landscape Sciences (Agrocampus Ouest),
the International Centre for Higher Education in Agricultural Sciences (Montpellier
SupAgro), the National Polytechnic Institute of Toulouse (INPT), the National
Superior Institute of Agronomic Sciences, Food and the Environment (AgroSup
Dijon) and the National Superior Institute of Bordeaux-Aquitaine (Bordeaux
Sciences Agro).

Its purpose is to promote the role of agronomic and veterinary research to meet
the challenges of food security and sustainable development.

Agreenium implements actions and programmes linking research, training and
development at the international level.

Agreenium’s status as a research and education organization enables it to build
long-term cooperation actions involving all or part of its constituent members, on a
voluntary basis, while allowing each party to keep its own responsibilities and
status. This flexible form of coordination allows the respective skills and expertise of
all the parties in research, teaching and transfer to be implemented in long-term,
large-scale international projects.
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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, a specialized
agency of the United Nations with headquarters at Via Paolo di Dono 44, Rome 00142,
Italy, represented by its current President, duly empowered for the purposes of the
present Agreement (hereinafter “IFAD”)

OF THE FIRST PART

AND

AGREENIUM, a public scientific cooperation body with headquarters at 147 Rue de
l’Université, 75345 Paris Cedex 07, France, represented by its current President, duly
empowered for the purposes of the present Agreement (hereinafter “AGREENIUM”)

OF THE SECOND PART

(referred to jointly as “the Parties” and individually as “the Party”).

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT:

IFAD is an international financial institution and a specialized agency of the United
Nations with headquarters in Rome – the food and agriculture platform of the United
Nations – and its objective is to mobilize and provide additional financial resources on
favourable terms for agricultural development in developing Member States. With this
objective, IFAD provides financial resources, mainly for programmes and projects
intended to create, develop or improve food production systems and strengthen
associated policies and institutions in the framework of national priorities and strategies,
given the need to increase food production in the poorest food-deficit countries, the
potential for increasing food production in other developing countries and the importance
of improving the nutritional level and living conditions of the poorest people in
developing countries.

AGREENIUM is a public scientific cooperation institution that brings together the main
French public research and higher education institutions in agricultural and veterinary
sciences,1 created in 2009 by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Ministry of
Higher Education and Research, the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs and the
Ministry of the Budget, Public Accounts and Civil Administration. AGREENIUM constitutes
a common international portal for its members. In this capacity, it proposes joint
programmes of action and tools in order to facilitate partnership with French research
and higher education institutions and promote the role of agricultural and veterinary
sciences in meeting the challenges of food security and sustainable development.

IFAD and AGREENIUM have complementary objectives and wish to establish the general
framework of their cooperation in order to consolidate and improve their partnership
(hereinafter “the Partnership”).

THIS STATED, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

1. PURPOSE OF THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

The present Partnership Agreement is intended to develop a framework for joint action
between the Parties, together with its implementation and monitoring procedures, and

1 The members of Agreenium are the French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), the
French International Cooperation Centre on Agrarian Research for Development (CIRAD), the Paris
Institute of Technology for Life, Food and Environmental Sciences (AgroParisTech), the Institute for
Higher Education in Agricultural, Agrifood, Horticultural and Landscape Sciences (Agrocampus Ouest),
the International Centre for Higher Education in Agricultural Sciences (Montpellier SupAgro), the
National Polytechnic Institute of Toulouse (INPT), the National Higher Institute of Agricultural Sciences,
Food and the Environment (AgroSup Dijon) and the National Higher College for Agricultural Sciences of
Bordeaux-Aquitaine (Bordeaux Sciences Agro).
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thus foster the development of an active partnership between IFAD and AGREENIUM on
objectives of common interest.

Through this Partnership, the Parties will make every effort to strengthen their dialogue
and improve their active collaboration on programmes and projects for which their skills,
actions and expertise are complementary.

2. SCOPE OF THE PARTNERSHIP

The Partnership is potentially concerned with all the thematic and geographical
intervention sectors of IFAD and AGREENIUM and its members, while respecting the
priorities set out in the Programme.

The Partnership Agreement is not an exclusive commitment for either of the Parties with
respect to the other, nor is it a commitment to reciprocal financing.

3. ANNUAL PROGRAMME AND LINES OF COLLABORATION (the
“Programme”)

The Programme, described below, will be the object of annual monitoring and updating,
according to the conditions laid down in Article 4 (Monitoring of the Partnership).

This Programme covers three main topics that will be the object of particular cooperation
procedures with AGREENIUM member institutes for their implementation:

3.1. Facilitate the reception of AGREENIUM students at IFAD

While respecting human resource procedures and policies in force at IFAD and within
AGREENIUM, the present Agreement will have the aim of facilitating the reception within
IFAD’s internship programme of French or foreign students from IFAD Member States,
who are enrolled in AGREENIUM member institutes, at the end of their studies
(engineering students, students enrolled in a master's or Ph.D programme).

3.2. Develop operational collaborations and synergies on the ground

The expertise of AGREENIUM members may be mobilized for the benefit of IFAD in order
to enable:
 Supervision and training of the staff of IFAD country offices and IFAD projects;
 External evaluation of IFAD research and training projects;
 Joint activities to boost training and research skills within developing IFAD member

countries, such as the design of distance training, the production of training manuals
and the organization of training workshops on specific subjects;

 Participation in and, as the case may be, joint organization of events, meetings,
seminars and lectures on such subjects of common interest as agricultural value
chains, agricultural risk management and institution-building for farmers’
organizations.

3.3. Development of joint reflections

The following topics will be the object of consultation and collaboration between IFAD
and AGREENIUM:
 The yearly or twice-yearly organization and facilitation of seminars for IFAD staff

members on the “frontiers of knowledge” and “currents of thought” in the sphere of
development;

 The carrying out of joint studies on: (i) project impact assessment methods; (ii) the
design of development programmes in fragile states; (iii) knowledge management in
the Middle East; and (iv) the low level of agricultural productivity in North Africa and
the Middle East;

 Joint participation in such major global initiatives as (i) the G20 Tropical Agriculture
Platform (TAP) initiative and (ii) the Agrimonde-Terra foresight project;

 Joint publication in general interest and/or scientific journals.
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4. MONITORING OF THE PARTNERSHIP

The Parties shall make every effort, each according to its own mandate, to facilitate and
improve implementation of the Partnership, particularly through formulation and
implementation of the Programme.

All activities connected with implementation of the Partnership shall be regularly
monitored by the focal points of the two Parties.

A working meeting shall be organized at least once a year, on the initiative of one of the
Parties, in order to take stock of implementation of the Partnership and its results, and
progress on any work under way, and to draw up the Programme for the following year.

5. MODALITIES OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARTNERSHIP

All cooperation actions carried out under this Partnership must be formalized through a
specific convention with AGREENIUM or its members, referring explicitly to the present
Partnership Agreement and laying down in particular the objectives, the actions to be
carried out, the human, financial and technical resources of each Party, the
implementation schedule and any other element that may be relevant.

6. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND COMMUNICATION

6.1. Intellectual property

Should this Partnership give rise to economic copyright or property rights, particularly
reproduction, representation, use and adaptation rights, and exploitation rights in
general, the Parties shall share said rights held or to be held over reports, research
work, studies and documents produced under this Partnership. This shall apply to the
whole world and the whole duration of the protection of said rights.

Rules regarding the attribution, management and protection of the ownership of the
results of work under cooperation actions should then be defined in specific conventions
made in application of the Partnership Agreement, taking into account the respective
human and material contributions of each of the Parties to the performance of these
cooperation actions.

6.2. Communication

The Parties shall seek to give maximum value to this partnership in their
communications.

Publications or other communications resulting from cooperation actions shall be
produced in common accord between the Parties and shall mention the participation of
each Party in said cooperation actions. Each Party undertakes to respond within two (2)
months to any proposal from the other Party for a publication or communication.

The Parties may issue communications on the existence of the Partnership on their
Internet sites and in their introductory and informative literature, and reserve the right
of internal communication regarding the Partnership.

Any communication or publication shall always mention that it is the sole responsibility of
its author and that the Parties are not responsible for any use that may be made of the
information contained in this communication or publication.

7. CONFIDENTIALITY AND OBLIGATION OF DISCRETION

Any information shared between the Parties shall be deemed confidential, may be used
only for the purpose for which it was given, and may not be divulged without the prior
written consent of the other Party.

This obligation shall remain in force for the duration of the Partnership Agreement and
the five (5) years following its termination.
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However, the following information shall not be considered confidential:
 Information already in the public domain at the time it is communicated;
 Information already known to the other Party prior to its communication;
 Information that has fallen into the public domain after its communication, without

any breach of confidentiality on the part of either of the Parties.

8. TERMINATION

The Partnership Agreement may be terminated by one or other of the Parties through
advance notice of thirty (30) days following the sending of a registered letter with
recorded delivery.

Following the expiry or termination of the Partnership Agreement, the obligations laid
down in Articles 6 (Intellectual property and communication) and 7 (Confidentiality and
obligation of discretion) shall remain in force for a period of five (5) years from the
expiry date of the last specific convention made under the present Agreement.

9. MODIFICATION OF THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

No stipulation of the Partnership Agreement may be modified or amended without the
consent of the Parties. Any amendment must be made in writing.

10. LEGAL VALIDITY

The preliminary statement above is an integral part of the Partnership Agreement and
has the same legal validity.

11. PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF IFAD AND APPLICABLE LAW

The provisions of the present Partnership Agreement neither affect nor restrict any of the
rights, immunities, privileges or exemptions granted to IFAD. The present Agreement is
subject to the general principles of international law, excluding the application of any
national legal system.

12. NOTIFICATIONS – CHOICE OF DOMICILE

Any notification, request or communication in the name of the Partnership Agreement or
concerning it shall be made in writing to the respective domiciles of the Parties.

For the purposes of implementation of the Partnership Agreement, the Parties indicate
their domiciles as follows:

For IFAD: For AGREENIUM:

Address: Via Paolo di Dono 44 Address: CS30735
00142 Rome, Italy 147 Rue de l’Université

Telephone: +39 06 5459 2240 75345 Paris Cedex 07, France
Fax: +39 06 5043 463 Telephone:+33 (0)1.42.75.96.04
Attention: Mr Mohamed Beavogui Fax: +33 (0)1.42.75.93.77
Director, Partnership and Resource Attention: Mr Frédéric Lapeyrie
Mobilization Office and Director-General

Senior Adviser to the President

or any other address, fax number or name of the service or officer that one Party may
indicate to the other through advance notice of at least five (5) working days.
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13. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any disagreement, dispute or protest arising from or concerning the execution,
interpretation, application or implementation of the present Partnership Agreement and
specific conventions made in relation to it, including also their existence, validity or
termination, shall be resolved amicably or, failing this, by means of a definitive and
binding decision of the “Permanent Court of Arbitration in accordance with the Arbitration
Rules 2012”.

14. ENTRY INTO FORCE – LENGTH OF VALIDITY

The Partnership Agreement shall come into force on the day of the final notification by
one Party of approval of the Agreement by its executive bodies in accordance with its
internal procedures, and shall remain effective for a period of five (5) years, renewable
by tacit agreement.

15. LANGUAGE

The originals of the Partnership Agreement are drawn up and signed in French, the only
version that will be deemed definitive in the case of differences regarding interpretation
of the provisions of the Partnership Agreement or any dispute between the Parties.

Made in two (2) original copies in Rome, Italy, on 3 February 2014.

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGREENIUM
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
Represented by Mr Kanayo F. NWANZE Represented by Ms Marion GUILLOU


