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Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) concerning the
establishment of a strategic partnership between the
European Union and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development

I. Introduction
1. During the elaboration of the Statement of Intent on Programmatic Cooperation on

Food Security and Nutrition1, the European Union(EU) and IFAD agreed that a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was to be elaborated to align IFAD with its
sister agencies. Both signed an MOU with the EU: FAO in 2004 and WFP in 2005.

2. Commissioner Piebalgs and President Nwanze met on 4 October 2012 in Brussels
and signed the attached Memorandum of Understanding.

II. Purpose
3. The MOU concerning the establishment of a strategic partnership between the EU

and IFAD aims to jointly make a more decisive impact on reducing poverty and
achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

4. It builds upon the European Union policy frameworks to assist developing countries
in addressing food security and humanitarian food assistance and to increase the
impact of the EU development policy, and IFAD’s mandate, policies, corporate
strategic objectives and organizational results defined and agreed by its governing
body.

5. The partnership is to foster a closer collaboration in policy matters between the EU
and IFAD at global, regional and country levels; and to pursue a strategic approach
that results in greater synergies based on the proven capacities and core
competencies of both organizations.

6. To achieve these objectives, both organizations intend to enhance their policy and
strategic dialogue, and to improve cooperation and knowledge sharing. In particular
the organizations cooperation is to be improved through sharing of information on
country support and strategies and through seeking synergies and scaling up the
implementation of successful programmes.

7. In close consultation with its members and governing bodies, both organizations
agreed to explore how to strengthen the status of the European Union in IFAD.

III. Strategic Content
8. The partnership will seek ways to develop country strategies that support and

promote profitable, sustainable and resilient small-scale agriculture with an
emphasis on poor smallholder’s farmer’s families.

9. These countries strategies and programmes amongst others could include: efforts
to improve resilience and adaptation to climate change; development of new
technologies for sustainable agricultural intensification; promotion of innovative
financing mechanisms; promotion of more demand driven agricultural research;
increased private sector partnership along value chains; and empowerment of rural
women and men and farmer organisations and cooperatives through capacity
building.

1 On 27 June 2011 the Statement of Intent on Programmatic cooperation on Food Security and Nutrition
was signed in Rome by the Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs and Commissioner for
Humanitarian assistance Kristallina Georgieva, and Kanayo F. Nwanze, President of IFAD, Jacques Diouff,
Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization and Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the
World Food Programme.
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10. Both organizations aim to strengthen their cooperation to contribute to G8 and G90
commitments e.g. in the implementation of the voluntary guidelines on responsible
governance of tenure of land, fisheries and forests and the principles for responsible
agricultural investments. They also intend to further enhance efforts to increase aid
effectiveness through strengthened dialogue with governments of developing
countries and through coordination with other donors and UN agencies.

11. Finally the partners intend to enhance the cooperation at headquarters and country
level amongst others through staff exchanges.

IV. Implementation Arrangements
12. Once a year a senior level meeting will be held between the Commission and IFAD

to review progress of work in strategic areas of cooperation as reflected in the
MOU; and to discuss any policy, technical and operational issues. This annual
meeting will review the performance of the partnerships and agree on any
corrective actions, if so required.

13. At country level both partners encourage representatives of EU delegations and
IFAD country representatives to hold periodic meetings to share information on
matters of cooperation in particular to promote the development and
implementation of assistance, in close cooperation with governments of the
developing countries concerned.

14. Finally, the Commission and IFAD intend to strengthen and deepen their
collaboration through participation in relevant working groups, conferences and
other ad-hoc events.
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