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Statement of intent
between Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (the Gates Foundation) and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) share a common focus
in helping smallholder farmers increase their productivity in a sustainable
manner to overcome rural poverty.

This shared focus reflects our concern at the high poverty burden of rural areas
and understanding that seventy-five percent of those living in extreme poverty
globally depend on agriculture for their livelihoods. Agriculture constitutes a
significant portion of overall GDP and employment in most poor countries.

Our work contributes to efforts toward achieving the first Millennium
Development Goal (MDG) - to reduce hunger and poverty in half by 2015 - since
increases in smallholder productivity will provide more access to food and enable

large-scale poverty alleviation.

Given the strong strategic alignment between the Gates Foundation and IFAD,
and their role as funders of agricultural development in the poorest regions of the
world, we would like to forge a stronger partnership between our two institutions.

Our partnership will help increase smallholder productivity growth across the
agricultural value chain from the discovery of solutions and practical application
of these solutions to achieve poverty reduction.

We have already begun to work together on specific proposals to develop new
technologies and partnerships to help poor farmers in sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia. We have joint investments to develop drought-tolerant maize,
stress-tolerant rice, micronutrient-fortified staples and drought-tolerant tropical
legumes. We also jointly support the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa
(AGRA), which aims to transform African agriculture.

Going forward, we will coordinate investments in key countries that have a
high poverty burden and significant smallholder agriculture. Our joint objective
in these collaborative ventures is to achieve impact at scale through innovative

and integrated delivery.



Our partnership will be guided by the following priorities:

- Support generation of new technologies to create the possibility of sustainable
intensification of agriculture;

- Support delivery and adoption of these technologies to achieve sustainable
smallholder productivity growth and reduce rural poverty;

- Support value chain development for key staple crops and livestock in
countries of shared interest to improve food security;

- Support the establishment of market linkages, empowerment of rural women,
and capacity-building for local rural communities and farmers’ organizations;

- Support learning, research, data, monitoring and evaluation activities to create
an evidence base that helps us improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
agricultural development investments.

Moving forward, we will expand cofinancing beyond the several projects already
under way. A joint Gates Foundation-IFAD working group will guide this process
and review partnership arrangements periodically. We will begin by identifying
projects most suited for our partnership. Some immediate possibilities include:
- Partner on funding the CGIAR system, including support to the CGIAR’s
reform process;
- Partner on value chain development for staple crops and livestock in sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia.
- Joint learning about what interventions achieve the most impact for
smallholder agricultural productivity growth. We will also explore support for
impact assessment work.

- Collaborate on communications and advocacy activities in support of
smallholder agriculture in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.

We look forward to the further collaboration of our organizations to increase
assistance to smallholder farmers to improve productivity and food security.
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Co-Chair, Bill & Melinda Gates President, International Fund for
Foundation Agricultural Development



ANNEX

Project Gates TFAD-
Foundation managed

contribution  contribution

Water Efficient Maize for Africa (AATF) - to develop LiS$42M US$4M

drought-tolerant maize for small farmers in Africa.

Stress-Tolerant Rice for Africa and South Asia (IRRI) - US$20M Uss$1oM

to develop and disseminate of rice varieties that can survive

flood, drought, and other stresses in Sub-Saharan Africa and

South Asia.

HarvestPlus (IFPRI) - to reduce micronutrient deficiencies US$45M US$3M

in developing countries by breeding higher levels of essential

micronutrients into staple crops.

Wheat Rust (Cornell University) - to develop improved LS$27M UUS$1.5M

rust-resistant wheat varieties to protect resource-poor farmers.

Tropical Legumes I1 (ICRISAT) - to enable small farmers in US$21M US$7M

drought-prone areas in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia to
increase yields of tropical grain legumes.



